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HOLY TRINITY ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHYRCH IN s0S ANGEL€S
(1939-2019)

Short History - Chronology of events:

In 1989, the Holy Trinity Romanian Orthodox Church in Los Angeles o i
celebrated the 50th golden anniversary - The Golden Jubilee - 23-24 | ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
September 1989, of glorious existence and sacred influence on the
grateful Romanian-American Orthodox believers (1939-1989).

On this occasion, a special bilingual edition of more than 300 pages was
printed. Detailed Jubilee events were described by the authors of the
Golden Jubilee book (Vee & Suzan Petrescu and Miron Butariu), regard-
ing the various periods of time, from the parish’s formation in 1939 up
to 1989. That glorious event, presided by His Grace Bishop Nathaniel,
marked the end of first chapter of the Romanian-American Orthodox
community in Southern California, and a NEW BEGINNING, a 2" Chap-
ter, as so beautifully written, at that time, by His Grace, Bishop of the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America, in His letter dated August
10, 1989, which summarizes 50 years of existence:

“Dear Fr. Constantin, Dear Faithful of Holy Trinity Parish: From the first
meeting on June 25, 1939, at the home of Petru Gherman to this day,
the history of Holy Trinity has been one of much effort and growth to
be a live Orthodox Christian witness in California and one which enjoys
its roots in the Romanian tradition. Incorporated in 1940; purchasing
its first property in that same year; its second move in 1947; its pre-
sent housing in the old Holy Apostles Episcopal Church since 1949,
Holy Trinity has earnestly sought to root itself permanently. The clergy
who served the parish, Rev. Frs. Grigore Coste, Victor Barbulescu,
Coriolan Isacu, Anchidim Useriu, and Richard Grabowski each added
some particular hand to the shaping of your parish and are an intimate
part of the live of the community and your personal histories. With the
organizations such as the Ladies Auxiliary (1948), LAROY (1950); Orthodox Brotherhood (1970), your
parish was helped on a local level and took its place on a national, Diocesan level as well. Now, on
the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of that foundation, the other parishes of the Episcopate, clergy
and faithful, join in extending good wishes and prayers for continued spiritual growth and a further
development in your new location and in your proposed new place of worship. May the first
"Golden", years be the basis for many more fruitful years and renewed witness, locally and nation-
ally. +NATHANIEL, Bishop”. That letter connects the First Chapter (50 years of existence of the Ro-
manian-American community) with the Second Chapter (next 30 years) which leads us to the TO-
DAY’S EVENTS. Actually, thirty years later, the Archpastor’s message of 1989 applies ad litteram to
these celebrations (if we just replace the words “50™ anniversary” with the “80™ anniversary”)
therefore below in the First Part we just recap in summary the order of events (1939-1982):

Los Angeles
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PART I

The beginnings - The church’s priests & special events during Archbishop Valerian’s time

The "Holy Trinity" Romanian Orthodox Church in Los Angeles, is part of the ROEA Episcopate, "Vatra
Romaneasca, Detroit, Michigan, a Diocese of the American Orthodox Church, under the omophorion
of His Eminence Archbishop of Detroit and The Romanian Orthodox Episco-
pate of America. During the 80 years of existence, the Holy Trinity parish was served by 6 priests:

It all began on when a group of 25 people of
Romanian origin held their first meeting at Petru Gherman's House at 456 N. Gage St. in Los Angeles,
California, being presided by Fr. Martin lonescu. On - The Patron Feastday was
chosen and on the church was incorporated in Sacramento, as a
nonprofit organization.

is the church’s second parish priest.

On the parish was voted to enter the jurisdiction of the "Romanian Orthodox Epis-
copate of America" from "Vatra Romaneasca."

On the extraordinary General Assembly unanimously voted to buy the present
property with the address: 3315 Verdugo Rd, Los Angeles, for the amount of $26.000.00.

On the church was consecrated by His Eminence Bishop Valerian D. Trifa.

On the parish bought the neighboring property, south of the church (3311 Verdugo

Road) for $13,000.00.

installed as
parish priest October 6, 1957 by His Holiness, Bishop Valerian.
On the new parish hall was inaugurated by His Grace, Bishop Valerian.
On the General Assembly decided to purchase the property located at 3301
Verdugo Road, corner West Avenue 33. In April 1969, Fr. Victor Barbulescu died.

On as church parish

priest, being the fourth priest of the church.

On their way to California, Father Anchidim and Presbytera Useriu suffered a terrible car acci-
dent. Therefore during his hospitalization, Fr. Coriolan Isacu was serving as a temporary re-
placed priest. On the priest and preotasa Useriu arrived in Los Angeles, and
served the church until November 15, 1970, when he resigned.

Fr. Richard was officially installed on by His Grace Bishop Valerian. On
the ROEA’s Auxiliary Bishop His Grace Nathaniel made a canonical visit to our church.
On Fr Richard Grabowski announced the parishioners his transfer to St. Mary’s

Parish in Cleveland, Ohio, effective June 27, 1982.
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from St. Paul, Minnesota, as
the sixth priest of the church, effective October 1, 1982. Fr. Constantine Alecse pastored the Holy
Trinity Church from 1982 to present, for 37 years, almost half of this parish’s history.

PART Il

Archbishop Nathaniel at the helm of ROEA for almost 40 years

First of all we do congratulate His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel
who has chosen to celebrate with us His
(born on June 12, 1940), and, in anticipation, His

(November 15, 1980).
FOR MANY YEARS, O MASTER!

At the request of Archbishop Valerian, who felt the need for assis-
tance in the administration of the expansive diocese, the Special
Congress of The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate called to order on
September 20, 1980, and presided by His Eminence Valerian
elected Fr. Nathaniel Popp as ROEA’s auxiliary bishop, who was
consecrated to the Episcopacy on November 15, 1980. He assisted
Archbishop Valerian in this capacity until 1984, when the latter re-
tired and relocated to Portugal. On Sunday, November 17, 1984,
Bishop Nathaniel was enthroned as ruling Hierarch of The Roma-
nian Orthodox Episcopate of America. Among his first priorities for
the Diocese was the reorganization of the Episcopate's Deaneries,
in order to make the work of the administering the parishes and the new established missions as ef-
ficient as possible. Ever since and until today, His Eminence has overseen the tremendous growth
and expansion of His diocese with over 40 new missions/parishes, and monastic communities for
women and monastic communities for men). Among the newly reorganized/organized deaneries,
was entrusting Fr. Constantin Alecse, with the honor of administrating
this deanery for almost 30 years (1985-2014). Since the time of the founding of this deanery, 19-20
April 1985, the Diocese grew on the Pacific Coast from 5 parishes, assigned to the newly established
deanery, to a total of 18 parishes / missions, and a monastery, in six (6) states: Arizona (2), California
(9), Colorado (2), Nevada (1), Oregon (2), Washington (1). With the Blessing of His Eminence
Archbishop Nathaniel, during these 3 plus decades of ministry in Los Angeles, a number of more
than 30 priests, deacons, sub-deacons, who later-on became priests themselves, were affiliated,
churched or simply (being visitors from Romania for a longer period of time), were allowed to serve
in this parish, or some other parishes of the deanery (at the request of the Hierarch, as follows (in
alphabetical order): Andrisoaie John (priest), Anton Virgil (priest), Avramescu Cornel (priest), Bena
losif (deacon), Bulboaca Paraschiv (priest), Capsa lustin (priest), Cerghizan Mihai (priest), Constan-
tinescu Liviu George (sub-deacon) Costin Aurel (priest), Cufuioti Panait Lucian (sub-deacon), Dobre
Mircea (priest), Dumitrascu Irinel (priest), Frunza Anton (priest), Lapustea Constantin (priest), Miha-
lache Marian (priest), Mitescu Catalin (priest), Palanceanu Danut (priest), Parau Vasile (priest), Pope-
scu Costin (priest), Sarchizian Minas (chaplain 1999), Simonca Vasile (deacon), Stoica Narcis (priest),
Suciu Virgil (priest), Tudose Mirel (priest), Vamvulescu Gabriel (sub-deacon), and others.
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There could be no higher honor for me during nearly 40 years of Serving the Lord in the ROEA Dio-
cese (1980-2019) than serving as a humble priest in 2 Romanian parishes (St. Paul, MN and Los An-
geles, CA), serving the diocese and its Hierarchs, and especially trying to help as much as | could, His
Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, as dean, for almost 3 decades, and as parish priest of this Blessed
Church of Holy Trinity for 37 years. Your Eminence, Thank-you and Bless and Forgive me, your

”'

“prodigal son”!

\)]gma caesmm
e m E,m,m For more than 30 years, the church has printed the

a publication, printed in color, with a circulation of about
1,000 copies, initially monthly, then bimonthly, and in recent years,
quarterly appearance, both in printed form, and in virtual. The maga-
'\ zine features in its pages the spiritual, pastoral, cultural, administra-
tive and missionary life of the Holy Trinity Church. It includes, among
other things, sermons, meditations, community announcements, paro-
chial activity reports, program schedules, and religious education data
in the parish, as well as ordinary or occasional diverse religious ser-
vices. Through it, it connects with the parishioners and all the benefac-

IAH ORTHODOX CHYRC

503 Acies, SHPORNA tors of the parish, thus announcing to all, the community, religious and

social-cultural events. Thus even those who, from blessed reasons, do

not regularly participate in the sacred ministry, feel part of our "great family", and have at their dis-
posal all our contact details at any moment so that they can easily call for church services.

As in the time of his predecessors, Fr Constantin Alecse has, over the past four decades, put a great
emphasis on special anniversaries, parish events and clergy ordinations:

- Sunday, February 15, 1987 - The Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
officiated by His Eminence Bishop Nathaniel Popp (ROEA). The Ordination of Deacon Mitescu took
place during the Hierarchical Liturgy. Co-serving priests: Constantin Alecse, parish priest, Constantin
Tofan, Florian Galdau, George Zmed, Aurel Costin, Paraschiv Bulboaca and John Limbeson. During
the special banquet, the Sunday School Orchestra (conductor prof. Alex Nita) offered a very nice and
memorable cultural program.

, festive events, celebrating 50 years of existence (1939-1989). On this occasion, a special
bilingual edition of more than 300 pages was printed. The Jubilee events were presided by His Grace
Bishop Nathaniel. At the Divine Liturgy the Hierarch was assisted by Rev. Frs. Constantin Alecse and
Mihai Cerghizan. The Anniversary banquet was attended by some 400 people. The cultural program
was provided by the "Rapsodia”, parish school of music, consisting of about 10 vocalists, pianists,
violins, etc. His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel visited Southern
California. His Eminence , in our
church, to the Holy Priesthood, for the parish of “The Holy Archangels” of Palm Springs.
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The Hierarch was assisted during the Divine Service by: Father Constantin Alecse, Father Catalin
Mitescu, Hieromonk Irineu (from "Sambata de Sus" Monastery, Ardeal, now Vicar Bishop of the Va-
tra Romaneasca Episcopate), pr. loan Preoteasa, from Phoenix AZ, Fr. Traian Herdea, from Cluj and
Fr. Traian Motiu from Arad. A banquet followed, with about 350 participants. The Actor Florin Pier-
sic, in an informal setting, shared with the audience some words of spirit, and unforgettable mem-
oires. The 60th anniversary, 6 to 8 November 1999, was held under the high patronage of His Emi-
nence, Archbishop Nathaniel. On Saturday, November 6, the Vespers Service was pontificated by
Archbishop + Nathaniel, assisted by a co-servants Constantine Alecse, Richard Grabowski, Constan-
tin Tofan, Dr. Catalin Mitescu and John Limbeson, former deacons at the Holy Trinity Church, Archi-
mandrite Nikodim (Remus) Bibarts, Bulgarian parish "Saint John the Baptist", Fr. Mihai Carpinisan,
the Romanian Diocese led by His Eminence Archbishop Victorin, Anton Florian Frunza and loan Pop-
telecan (former assistant priests of our church), Andrew Lasko, assistant priest at Saint Anna Church
in Pomona, and deacon Vasile Simonca. At Sunday's service, November 7, 1999, the Divine Liturgy
was pontificated by His Eminence Archbishop +Nathaniel, helped by a sobor of 12 co-servants: Con-
stantin Alecse, Richard Grabowski and Constantin Tofan, Catalin Mitescu and John Limbeson, Minas

Sarchizian, Anton Florian Frunza, John Poptelecan, Gheorghe Libotean, Vasile Latis, from Houston

TX, Virgil Suciu from Phoenix, AZ and Deacon Vasile Simonca. At the anniversary banquet, held in the

large parish hall, more than 300 people attended. Among special guests was Dr. Nicolae Constan-

tinescu, the General Consul of Romania in Los Angeles, accompanied by 6 participants, members of
_ the consular staff.

' The 65th anniversary of the church, 6-7 November 2004, followed, pre-
sided by His Eminence +Archbishop Nathaniel, who, on November 7th
pontificated the Hierarchical Liturgy, and blessed Dr. Razvan losif Bena
as sub-deacon. The festive anniversary banquet was held at the Hilton
Hotel in Glendale, California. The 70th Anniversary of the Holy Trinity
Church, June 7, 2009. At this anniversary, for blessed reasons, His Emi-
nence Archbishop +Nathaniel was not able to be with us, but he has

(%! sent us His Archpastoral Bless-
3 ings. The celebrations of the 75th Sl
4 Anniversary of the Holy Trinity ROMANII

Vv Church, June 8, 2014, were DIN CALIFORNIA

~  chaired by IPS Archbishop Nathan- Enciclopecie Mustuta

—— , iel. On this anniversary, the

Church received a New Holy Anti-

misios, signed by IPS Sa + Archbishop Nathaniel, in which lay
the Holy Relics of "St. Akakios Kavsocalivites, from Mt.

Athos". The celebrations of the 80th anniversary of the

Church, are held this year 15 to 17 June 2019, under the High

Patronage of His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel. On this occa-

sion the theologian Florin Iftode was ordained to the Holy Di-

aconate (Saturday, June 15) and Holy Priesthood on Pentecost

Sunday (June 16, 2019). Also, on the same occasion the ency-

clopedia "Romdanii din California” by Prof. Dr. Dan Fornade is presented.
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The Holy Trinity Church in Los Angeles served the Romanian-American
community in Southern California, first and foremost through the held regularly
throughout the year; through keeping the Romanian traditions in connection with the Special Feast-
days such as: Holy Easter, Christmas, and other religious celebrations throughout the year, through
sermons, catechesis and other religious educational programs, including religious classes, etc., and
by publishing the for more than 30 years, which has a cir-
culation of about 1,000 copies. Later-on it was published bimonthly, and in the last few years, having
a quarterly appearance, both in print format and virtual form. as
means to preaching and ministering to Christ with modern means of communication, such as televi-
sion, radio, Internet, FaceBook, etc., affirming with Apostle Paul: "l have all done everything, that in
any way | may save some" (1 Corinthians IX, 22). That doesn’t mean in any way that we use these
means as "substitute" to the Holy Mysteries of Christ. Over
the years, the church organized various national and cultural events, where personalities of Roma-
nian culture were evoked, through various programs and social activities, often with the participa-
tion of local artists or artists coming either from Romania or from other states. For example, during
the years 1982-2019, the Holy Trinity Church was visited by great personalities of Romanian culture,
cinema and politics, such as His Majesty King Michael of Romania; His Eminence Dr. Emil Constan-
tinescu, President of Romania; Senator lon Ratiu; His Excellency Mircea Geoana, at that time (1997)
being the ambassador of Romania to Washington; writer Mihai Botez, later-on general consul of Ro-
mania in Los Angeles; poet Grigore Vieru, renowned orchestra and choir conductors Sergiu Celi-
bidache, and Marin Constantin, the founder of Madrigal; film directors, writers, TV documentaries
presenters, Romanian and American actors and artists, choirs and choral formations such as Madri-
gal, Axios, Ars Carminis; renown orchestra such as the Lautarii Orchestra, led by Nicolae Bot Gros
(Chisinau), the Radu Goldis orchestra (Los Angeles), the Dumitru Grigorut orchestra (Chicago), inter-
national folklor teams: from Canada (1989), Chicago and Bucharest (1994) , "Timisul" (Romania),
"Izvorasul" (Minnesota, 2001), "Mugurel" and "Craitele" (Los Angeles), as well as folk groups from
Serbian and Greek churches in Southern California.

It is worth mentioning the Romanian-American Festival
of 6-7 July 2002 organized by the Church of the Holy Trinity, which brought together about 6000 par-
ticipants, of whom about 1,000 were Americans. In conclusion, from the above mentioned events, it

is clear that Romanians come to the church for services, but
also for socializing, to meet other Romanians, to have fun in so-
cial and cultural activities, festivals, picnics, special anniversa-
ries, and other parties.

for many years, such as Los Angeles Mu-
nicipal Board of Directors, at the City Hall, Board of Supervisors

(prayers, benedictions), or TV stations, TV and radio interviews,
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public discussions, Hollywood Bowl participations (twice for Easter Sun-
rise celebrations), etc. As pastor of the Orthodox Church, receiving diplo-
mas, and certificates of recognition for participating in such civic activi-
ties, | consider it to be an honor bestowed on the Church that we, the
clergy (my predecessors included) served for 80 years. In fact, such di-

- . plomas, distinctions and other certificates of gratitude, which are of-
Holy Trinity Romanian . ) .
oo fered to many of the servants of Romanian churches in America, or to
Orthodeox Church . . . .
other community leaders of ethnic groups, organizations, societies or
oodtaalions ,-_3_4 other institutions of this kind, by the civic authorities, local, or federal,
Tl Gotuy of Logidngees s prove that these ethical institutions have continuously deployed and

carried out meritorious activities within the American society, thus

bringing a substantial contribution to the good course of the American
| society, in which we all live, affirming on local or federal levels, through
the inter-ethnic activities such as festivals and other national events. The
contributions of the Romanians to the American society prove unequivocally that the Romanians in
America have a significant role to play. The Romanians are “Romanian” only until they get involved
in the affairs of American society. From that point on, Romanians become Romanian Americans, or
Americans of Romanian origin. By engaging in the affairs of American society, Romanians are often
the leaders of the society we all live in. That brings to my mind at least two examples, who influ-
enced tremendously the American Society, or even the world, such as: Pierre Manon (Petre
Manolescu), who, in the time of Governor of California, Ronald Reagan (who later became the 40th
president of America), was the president of the California Republican Heritage Groups, and the most
famous Professor dr. George Palade, physician and American scientist of Romanian origin, specialist
in cell biology, awarded in 1974 the Nobel Prize for Physiology and Medicine. Prof. Dr. Dan Fornade,
who will, in a little while, will present the Encyclopedia ROMANII DIN CALIFORNIA, and will elaborate
on dozens or even hundreds of such cases. In anticipation of the
80th anniversary of the church, the parish council has made capital church remodeling to the Church
and its auxiliaries, inside and outside, including arranging the garden in the inner courtyard of the
church, and finalizing a costly project, but extremely necessary and needed: the installation of a sys-
tem of 116 solar panels that meets all the requirements of the City Hall, the Safety and Security De-
partment and the DWP Departments. Until
1977, the Holy Trinity Church in Los Angeles, California, was the only Romanian Church West of the
Mississippi. This year, when we celebrate the 80th anniversary of the church, we can rightly state
that this anniversary does not belong exclusively to our parish, but belongs to the entire Romanian-
American community in California, therefore our message is clear: Let’s be grateful to our forerun-
ners, let’s remain steadfast in the faith, let us not forget our vocation and Christ’s commandment to
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy One Spirit,
teaching them to keep all that the Lord has commanded us, for He is with us all the days until the
end of the age (Matthew XXVIII, 19-20). Only then will we be able to exclaim with the Apostle Paul
that "We fought the good fight, the journey we did fulfill, and the faith we have guarded" (2 Timothy
IV, 7). In honor of this historical celebration the Parish General Assembly of 2019 decided to print
with over 2,000 pictures, titled
depicting all the aspects of the Parish Life:




Holy Trinity Church - The 80th Anniversary - June 15-17,2019| 09

6102-2861
suoisIao) § swsndeg , yammyD kiuug Aoy

(610z-6261) Eopsoua Jundnib

TRIAIOD ‘SAUDIURISY| - S503(y UNURISUOD) T04]

(610Z-6€61) 1se1oupau)

ap ndnig - paununay - ysuog v ‘seEBuy so]

Biserica Ortodoxa Sf. Treime - Preotii Slujitori, Consiliul, Biserica Sf. Treime - Slujbe Liturgice, activitati variate, Prot. Constantin Alecse: Baptisms &

Reuniunea, Grupuri de Gredinciosi (1939-2019) grupuri, enoriasi (1939-2019) Conversions Services * 1982-2019

¢ Holy Trinity Church — The Parish Priests, Councils, Ladies Auxiliaries, Groups (1939-2019)
¢ Holy Trinity Church - Random photos: Liturgical & Occasional Services, Groups (1939-2019)
¢ Holy Trinity Church - Religious Services: Baptisms & Conversions to Orthodoxy (1982-2019)
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Prot. Constantin Alecse - Activitati bisericesti de

Prot. Constantin Alecse - Slujbe Religicase:

h i = Biserica Sfanta Treil
Cununii - Weddings (1982-2019) la Duminica Floriilor pana la Rusalii (1982-2019) il B Sl

Craciunul, Colindatul si Colindatorii 1982-2019

¢ Holy Trinity Church - Sunday School, LARQY, Dance Ensembles, Performances (1982-2019)
¢ Holy Trinity Church - Religious Services: Betrothals & Weddings (1982-2019)
¢ Holy Trinity Church - Religious Services: Passion Week, Resurrection, Pentecost (1982-2019)
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= Biserica Sfanta Treime din Los Angeles, CA Activitati parchiale culturale 1982-2019
Vol. | - Activitati culturale si sociale (1982-2019) Vol. Il - Fotografii: Emanuel Tanjala

¢ Holy Trinity Church - Christmas, Caroling and Carols (1982-2019)
¢ Holy Trinity Church — Vol. | - Cultural and Social Activities (1982-2019)
¢ Holy Trinity Church - Vol. Il - Cultural and Social Activities (1982-2019) - Photo: Emanuel Tanjala

In conclusion, we are thankful to the Almighty God for bestowing the Holy Trinity Church, its pastors, leaders
and faithful His Heavenly Blessings for 80 years; and we pray to Him to always keep us in His protection;

We are grateful to the Hierarchs of the Episcopate, His Eminence Archbishop Valerian, and His Eminence
Archbishop Nathaniel for the leadership, guidance and Archpastoral Blessings and prayers upon our Church
for 8 decades; Special thanks and gratitude to His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, OUR SPIRITUAL FATHER,
for presiding over the festivities of the 8o anniversary of the Holy Trinity Church, and taking spiritual care of
our church for almost 40 years as Hierarch of ROEA; Pious prayers and recognition to ALL the founders, sup-
porters, active members, benefactors, volunteers and generous donors throughout the years, for the 80
years of the Holy Trinity Church’s existence; Thanks and gratitude to the distinguished prof. dr. Dan & Aura
Fornade for being with us today, making the incredible sacrifice to have the PROMOTIONAL ENCYCLOPEDIA
“Romanii din California“ ready, in record time, to be presented today to the ROMANIAN-AMERICAN commu-
nity in California; and THANK-YOU ALL who have chosen to be with us at this historic celebration! Last, but
not least THANK YOU THE COUNCIL AND THE LADIES AUXILIARY for organizing this historic event. Christ is in
our midst, (Fr) Constantin, your pastor.
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Cea de a 80-a aniversare a Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane Sfanta Treime din Los Angeles
(1939-2019)

Scurt istoric - Cronologia evenimentelor:

Tn 1989, Biserica Ortodoxd Romana Sfanta Treime din Los Angeles a sar-

. ) . N HOLY TRINITY
batorit cea de a 50-a aniversare - Jubileul de Aur - intre 23-24 Sep- | ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
tembrie 1989, marcand existenta glorioasa si influenta sacra pe care
biserica a exercitat-o asupra credinciosilor ortodocsi romano-americani
in perioada 1939-1989.

Cu acea ocazie a fost tiparita o editie speciala bilingva de peste 300 de
pagini, numita
. Autorii cartii “Golden Jubilee” au fost sotii Vee & Suzan Petrescu
si avocatul Miron Butariu, care au reusit sa descrie, cu contributii din
partea enoriasilor, evenimente parohiale din diferitele perioade de timp,
de la formarea parohiei in 1939 pana la 1989. Acel eveniment glorios,
prezidat de Preasfintitul Episcop Nathaniel a marcat sfarsitul primului
capitol al istoriei comunitatii ortodoxe romano-americane din California
de Sud si inceputul celui de-al 2-lea capitol al istoriei acestei comunitati, dupa cum atat de frumos a
scris, la acel moment, Preasfintitul Episcop Nathaniel al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America, in
B scrisoarea sa din 10 August 1989, pe care o parafrazam, in traducere, in
cele ce urmeaza: ,Draga parinte Constantin, lubiti credinciosi ai Parohiei
Sfantei Treimi - De la prima intalnire din 25 iunie 1939, la domiciliul lui
Petru Gherman, pana in ziua de azi, istoria Sfintei Treimi a fost una de
mult efort si de crestere duhovniceasca, de marturie crestina ortodoxa in
California si una care isi are radacinile Tn traditia romaneasca. Biserica a
fost Incorporata in 1940; a achizitionat prima proprietate in acelasi an; a
doua miscare a fost in 1947, cand a cumparat actuala proprietate de la o
Biserica Episcopald in 1949. Clerul care a slujit aceasta parohie, Prea
Cucernicii Grigore Coste, Victor Barbulescu, Coriolan Isacu, Anchidim
Useriu si Richard Grabowski au adaugat o parte personala in modelarea
parohiei. A urmat organizarea Reuniunii de Doamne (1948), apoi LAROY
(1950); Fratia Ortodoxa (1970). Parohia Sfanta Treime a jucat un rol im-
portant nu numai pe plan local dar si la nivel national, diocezan. Acum, cu ocazia celei de a 50-a Ani-
versare de la infiintarea sa Biserica Sfanta Treime este un exemplu de urmat pentru celelalte parohii
ale Episcopiei. Toti preotii si credinciosii Episcopiei noastre ni se aldaturd noua in a va transmite
bunele lor ganduri si rugaciuni pentru o crestere spiritualda in continuare, si o dezvoltare duhov-
niceasca intr-o noua locatie, asa dupa cum v-ati propus, pentru Slava lui Dumnezeu. Fie ca "ani de
aur" (a 50-a aniversare) sa fie baza multor ani fructuosi in Via Domnului, continuand a fi pe mai de-
parte martori si marturisitori ai Ortodoxiei, la nivel local si national. +NATHANIEL, Episcop".
Aceasta scrisoare conecteaza primul capitol (primii 50 de ani de existenta) cu cel de al doilea capitol
(urmatorii 30 de ani ai comunitatii romano-americane), care ne-au adus la evenimentele de astazi.

Los Angeles




Biserica Sf. Treime - A 80-a Aniversare * 15-17 Iunie, 2019 I

PARTEA |
Tnceputurile bisericii si cateva evenimente parohiale, in vremea Arhiepiscopului +Valerian

Biserica Ortodoxa Romana "Sfanta Treime" din Los Angeles, California, face parte din Episcopia
ROEA, "Vatra Romaneasca, Detroit, Michigan, o Dioceza a Bisericii Ortodoxe Americane, sub omofo-
rul Tnalt Prea Sfintiei Sale Dr. NATHANIEL (Popp) Arhiepiscop de Detroit si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe
Romane din America. in cei 80 de ani de existentd, parohia Sfanta Treimi a fost slujitd de 6 preoti:

Totul a inceput la , cand un grup de 25 de
persoane de origine romana au avut o prima intalnire la casa lui Petru Gherman din Strada Gage, nr.
456, Los Angeles, California, sub indrumarea preotului Martin lonescu. La s-a
ales numele hramului iar pe biserica a fost incorporata in Capi-
tala Californiei, Sacramento, ca organizatie nonprofit.

este cel de-al doilea preot paroh al bisericii.

La parohia a votat sa intre sub jurisdictia "Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane a Americii" de
la "Vatra Romaneasca".

La , Adunarea Generala Extraordinara a votat in unanimitate sa cumpere proprietatea
actuald, de la adresa: 3315 Verdugo Rd, Los Angeles, pentru suma de $26.000.00.

La , biserica a fost sfintita de Prea Sfintia Sa Episcopul Valerian D. Trifa.

La , parohia a cumparat proprietatea vecina, la sud de biserica (3311 Verdugo Road),

pentru suma de 13.000 de dolari.

instalat ca
preot paroh la 6 Octombrie 1957 de catre Sfintia Sa, Episcopul Valerian.

La noua sala parohiala a fost inaugurata in prezenta Episcopului Valerian. La
Adunarea Generala a decis sa achizitioneze proprietatea situata la: 3301 Verdugo
Road, in colt cu strada West Avenue 33. Tn Aprilie 1969, Fr. Victor Barbulescu a decedat.

ca preot paroh, fi-
ind al patrulea preot al Bisericii. in drum spre California, parintele Anchidim si preoteasa Useriu au
suferit un groaznic accident de masina. De aceea, pe timpul spitalizarii sale, parintele Coriolan Isacu
I-a inlocuit temporar. La preotul si preotasa Useriu au sosit in Los Angeles. Parintele a
slujit la Biserica numai pana la 15 Noiembrie 1970, cand si-a dat demisia, pe caz de sanatate.

Parintele Richard a fost

instalat oficial pe , de catre PS Sa Episcopul Valerian. Episcopul auxil-
iar al ROEA, Prea Sfintia Sa Nathaniel, a facut o prima vizita canonica la Biserica Sfanta Treime din
Los Angeles. , parintele Richard Grabowski a anuntat credinciosii transferul sau la

Parohia Sf. Maria din Cleveland, Ohio, incepand cu 27 iunie 1982.

drept al saselea
preot al Bisericii, incepand cu 1 octombrie 1982. Pr. Constantine Alecse a pastorit Biserica Sfanta
Treime din 1982 pana in prezent, timp de 37 de ani, aproape jumatate din istoria acestei parohii.
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PARTEA Il

Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel la carma Episcopiei ROEA, timp de aproape 40 de ani

Tn primul rand dorim s& multumim, si s& felicitdm pe IPS Sa Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, care a ales s& sar-

batoreasca cu noi cea de (nascut la 12 iunie 1940) si, in
— anticipatie, precum si cea de
NG g (15 noiembrie 1980).

La cererea IPS Arhiepiscopul Valerian, care a simtit nevoia de
asistenta in administrarea diocezei in continua crestere, Congresul
Special al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane, din ,
prezidat de IPS Sa Valerian, a ales pe PCS Preotul Nathaniel Popp ca
e Episcop-Vicar al Episcopiei ROEA, care a fost apoi consacrat drept

' . PS Sa I-a asistat pe Arhiepiscopul

‘ Valerian, in aceasta functie pana in 1984, cand Vladica Valerian s-a

pensionat, si s-a mutat cu resedinta permanenta in Portugalia.

Duminica, Vladica Nathaniel a fost instalat ofi-

cial ca Episcop Diocezan al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romaéne din

America. Printre prioritatile Sale la carma Episcopie a fost reorgani-

zarea protopopiatelor Episcopatului, pentru a face cat mai eficienta

munca de administrare a parohiilor si a noilor misiuni ce urmau a lua fiinta dupa aceea. De atunci si
pand astizi, inalt Prea Sfintia Sa a supravegheat cresterea si extinderea constantd a Diecezei Sale, cu
peste 40 de noi misiuni/parohii si comunitati monahale pentru maicute si comunitati monahale pen-
tru monahi, pana in prezent. Printre protopopiatele re-organizate/organizate sau nou-infiintate a

fost si incredintandu-i Preotului Constantin Alecse, onoarea de a
administra acest protopopiat timp de aproape 30 de ani (1985-2014). De la infiintarea acestui pro-
topopiat, , Dioceza ROEA a crescut pe Coasta Pacificului de la 5 parohii, repartizate

initial nou-infiintatului protopopiat, la un total de 18 parohii/misiuni si o manastire, in 2014 (cand
Dioceza iarasi s-a reorganizat teritorial) in sase (6) State de pe Coasta de Vest, Coasta Pacificului: Ari-
zona (2), California (9), Colorado (2), Nevada (1), Oregon (2) si Washington (1). Initial, si cele 2 paro-
hii din Texas faceau parte din acest protopopiat. Cu binecuvantarea IPS Sale, in cei 37 de ani cat am
slujit in Los Angeles, un numar de cca 30 de preoti, diaconi, ipodiaconi (care mai tarziu au devenit ei
insisi preoti), clerici imbisericiti, sau pur si simplu preoti turisti din Romania, cu sedere prelungita in
America, au slujit Tn aceasta parohie sau in alte parohii din protopopiat, la cererea lerarhului, dupa
cum urmeaza, in ordine alfabetica: Andrisoaie loan (preot), Anton Virgil (preot), Avramescu Cornel
(preot), Bena losif (diacon), Bulboaca Paraschiv (preot), Capsa lustin (preot), Cerghizan Mihai
(preot), Constantinescu Liviu George (lpodiacon) Costin Aurel (preot), Cufuioti Panait (ipodiacon),
Dobre Mircea (preot), Dumitrascu Irinel (preot), Frunza Anton (preot), Lapustea Constantin (preot),
Mihalache Marian (preot), Mitescu Catalin (preot), Palanceanu Danut (preot), Parau Vasile (preot),
Popescu Costin (preot), Sarchizian Minas (capelan 1999), Simonca Vasile (diacon), Stoica Narcis
(preot), Suciu Virgil (preot), Tudose Mirel (preot), Vamvulescu Gabriel (ipodiacon) si altii.
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Nu poate fi o onoare mai mare pentru mine, in timpul celor aproape 40 de ani de slujire a Domnului
in Eparhia ROEA (1980-2019) decét sa slujesc ca un umil preot in 2 parohii romdnesti, in St. Paul, MN
si Los Angeles, CA, in Eparhia ROEA, sub omoforul IPS Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, ca preot paroh al
Bisericii Sfdnta Treime, timp de 37 de ani, si ca protopop, al Protoieriei Coastei Pacifice timp de
aproape trei decenii. Inalt Prea Sfintite Pdrinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, V& multumesc, si cu fiascd su-
punere V@ sdrut dreata, rugdnd sd iertati si sd binecuvdntati pe al Inalt Prea Sfintiei Voastre "fiu
risipitor"!

Activitati Speciale ale Bisericii Sfanta Treime in perioada 1982-2019

Mai bine de 30 de ani, Biserica a tiparit revista " Viata cresting”, o
0]?]‘17?1 CRQSWIHH publicatie color, cu o circulatie initiala de cca 1.000 exemplare, apoi lu-
i e nar... si bilunar, iar in ultima decada, trimestrial...si bianual, atat in format
tiparit, cat si virtual. Revista cuprinde in paginile sale viata spirituala, pas-
torald, culturald, administrativa si misionara a Bisericii Sfanta Treime. Mai
cuprinde, predici, meditatii, anunturi comunitare, rapoarte de activitate
parohiala, programe de educatie religioasa, precum si informatii privind
diverse servicii religioase, obisnuite sau ocazionale, solicitate de
credinciosi. Activitati aniversare, hirotoniri de clerici si alte evenimente
speciale: Casiin vremea predecesorilor sdi, parintele Constantin Alecse
a pus un accent deosebit pe hramurile si aniversarile bisericii, evenimen-
tele parohiale speciale si hitononirea unor clerici pentru Protoieria
Coastei Pacifice: Hirotonirea intru preot a diaconului Catalin Mitescu - duminica, 15 februarie 1987
- Sfanta Liturghie arhiereasca a fost oficiata de PS Sa Episcop Nathaniel, in cadrul careia a avut loc
hirotonirea. Au co-slujit preotii: Constantin Alecse, Constantin Tofan, Florian Galdau, George Zmed,
Aurel Costin, Paraschiv Bulboaca si John Limbeson. Tn timpul banchetului special, orchestra Scolii de
Muzica a Bisericii (dirijor prof. Alex Nita) a oferit un program cultural foarte placut si memorabil.
A 50-a aniversare a bisericii - Jubileul de Aur - a avut loc intre 23-24 septembrie 1989. Cu aceasta
ocazie a fost tiparita editia special bilingva de peste 300 de pagini. Evenimentele jubileului au fost
prezidate de Preasfintitul Episcop Nathaniel. La Sfanta Liturghie lerarhul a fost asistat de preotii Con-
stantin Alecse si Mihai Cerghizan. La banchetul aniversar au participat circa 400 de persoane. Progra-
mul cultural a fost oferit de orchestra ,Rapsodia“, scoala
parohiala de muzica, formata din 10 interpreti vocali, pianisti,
violonisti, etc. Intre 7-10 noiembrie 1991, IPS Arhiepiscop
Nathaniel a vizitat sudul Californiei. Duminica, 10 noiembrie
1991, IPS Sa l-a hirotonit pe diaconul Eugen Rosu in Taina
Preotiei, in biserica noastra, pe seama parohiei "Sfantii
Arhangheli" din Palm Springs. Tnaltul lerarh a fost asistat de
preotii: Constantin Alecse, Catalin Mitescu, loan Preoteasa,
din Phoenix AZ, Traian Herdea, din Cluj si Traian Motiu din
Arad, si leromonahul Irineu, de la Manastirea "Sambata de
Sus", Romania. A urmat un banchet, cu aproximativ 350 participanti. Actorul Florin Piersic, intr-un

cadru informal, a impartasit participantilor cuvinte de duh si amintiri de neuitat.

HOLY TRINITY ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURGH
LoS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
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a avut loc sub naltul patronaj al Tnalt
Preasfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. Sambata, 6 noiembrie Slujba Vecerniei a fost oficiata de IPS
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, asistat de un sobor de preoti co-slujitori: Constantin Alecse, Richard
Grabowski, Constantin Tofan, dr. Catalin Mitescu si John Limbeson, fosti diaconi ai Bisericii Sfanta
Treime, Arhimandritul Nikodim (Remus) Bibart de la parohia bulgara "Sfantul loan Botezatorul", si
preotii Mihai Carpinesan, Dioceza Romana condusa de IPS Arhiepiscop Victorin, Anton Florian Frunza
si loan Poptelecan (fosti preoti asistenti ai bisericii noastre), Andrew Lasko, preot asistent la Biserica
Sfanta Ana din Pomona, si diaconul Vasile Simonca. La slujba de duminica, 7 noiembrie 1999, Sfanta
Liturghie a fost pontificata de Vladica Nathaniel, ajutat de un sobor de 12 slujitori: Constantin
Alecse, Richard Grabowski, Constantin Tofan, Catalin Mitescu si John Limbeson, Minas Sarchizian,
Anton Florian Frunza, loan Poptelecan, Gheorghe Libotean, Vasile Latis, din Houston TX, Virgil Suciu
din Phoenix, AZ si diaconul Vasile Simonca. La banchetul aniversar, desfasurat in sala mare parohiala,
au participat mai mult de 300 de persoane. Printre invitatii speciali a fost dr. Nicolae Constantinescu,
Consulul General al Romaniei din Los Angeles, insotit de 6 participanti, membri ai personalului con-
sular. a fost prezidata de IPS Sa Arhiepiscop Na-
thaniel. Tnaintea Sfintei Liturghii arhieresti din ziua de duminicd 7 noiembrie IPS Sa I-a binecuvantat
pe dr. Razvan losif Bena ca ipodiacon. Banchetul aniversar festiv a avut loc la Hotelul Hilton din Glen-
dale. La aceasta aniversare, din motive
binecuvantate, IPS Arhiepiscop Nathaniel nu a putut sa fie cu noi, dar ne-a trimis binecuvantari
arhieresti. Celebrarea celei de a , a fost
prezidata de IPS Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. La aceasta aniversare, Biserica a primit un nou Sfant Antimis,
semnat de IPS Sa Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, Tn care se gasesc Sfintele moaste ale "Sf. Akakios Kavso-
calivites, din Muntele Athos". , la care am participat azi cu totii,
au avut loc intre , sub Tnaltul Patronaj al IPS Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. Cu aceasta
ocazie teologul Florin Iftode a fost hirotonit intru diacon (Sambata 15 iunie) si in Sfanta Taina a
Preotiei, Duminica Rusaliilor (16 iunie 2019). De asemenea, cu aceeasi ocazie s-a lansat enciclopedia

, de catre autor, Prof. Dr. Dan Fornade.

Biserica Sfanta Treime din Los Angeles, a deservit comunitatea
romano-americana din California de Sud,
Slujbele religioase, pastrarea traditiilor si obiceiurilor romanesti legate de
Sfintele Pasti, Craciun, si alte sarbatori religioase din tot timpul anului, prin predica, cateheze si alte
programe de educatie religioasa, inclusive lectii de religie, etc.
la care am facut referinta mai Tnainte. Daca ne referim si la propovaduirea si
slujirea lui Hristos atunci putem afirma fara
tagada ca biserica se foloseste de toate mijloacele moderne de comunicare si propovaduire cum ar fi
televiziunea, radioul, internetul, FaceBook, etc, glasuind si noi cu Marele Pavel: ,tuturor toate m-am
facut, ca, in orice chip, sa mantuiesc pe unii” (I Cor. IX, 22).
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Sub egida bisericii se organizeaza diverse evenimente nationale si culturale, se face evocarea unor
personalitati ale culturii romanesti, prin variate programe culturale si activitati sociale, adesea cu
participarea artistilor locali sau a unor artisti veniti fie din Romania, fie din alte State. Spre exemplifi-
care, amintim ca in perioada anilor 1982-2019, Biserica Sfanta Treime a fost vizitata de mari per-
sonalitati ale culturii, cinematografiei si politicii romanesti, ca de pilda: Majestatea Sa Regele Mihai
al Romaniei; Eminenta Sa dr Emil Constantinescu, candidat la presedentia Romaniei; Senatorul
lon Ratiu; Excelenta Sa Mircea Geoana (1997), la acea vreme ambasadorul Romaniei la Washington;
scriitorul Mihai Botez, mai tarziu consul general al Romaniei la Los Angeles; poetul Grigore Vieru,
renumitii dirijori Sergiu Celibidache, si Marin Constantin, fondatorul si dirijorul Madrigalului; regizori
de filme, scriitori, documentaristi TV, actorii si mari artisti romani, sau americani de origine romana,
coruri si formatiuni corale, cum ar fi Madrigalul, Axios, Ars Carminis; orchestre de renume cum ar fi
orchestra Lautarii, condusa de maestrul Nicolae Botgros (Chisindu), orchestra Radu Goldis (Los Ange-
les), orchestra Dumitru Grigorut (Chicago), echipe folclorice din Canada (1989), din Chicago (2001) si
din Bucuresti (1994), “Timisul” (Romania), “lzvorasul” (Minnesota, 2001), “Mugurel” si
“Craitele” (Los Angeles), precum si grupurile folclorice ale unor biserici sarbesti si grecesti din Sudul
Californiei.

etc, asa dupa cum am detaliat, mai sus, pagina 08.

cum ar fi Consiliul Municipal si de Administratie al Primariei Los Angelesului, Consiliul Judetean de
Supraveghere (Board of Supervisors), pentru rugaciuni si binecuvantari, sau posturi TV, cu interviuri
TV si radio, participari la Hollywood Bowl (de doua ori pentru ser-
barile de Pasti, cunoscute drept “Sunrise Services”) etc. La pagina
08, puteti citi mai multe detalii in aceasta privinta.

Desigur ca ar fi mai multe de scris despre activitatile Bisericii Sfanta
Treime, timp de 80 de ani, Tnsa cei interesati Tn a cunoaste mai
indeaproape aceste activitati sunt rugati sa ne contacteze pentru a
le oferi acces la arhiva parohiei. Este vremea sa incheiem aici, nu
inainte Tnsa a da Slava lui Dumnezeu-Atotputernicul care a daruit
acestei Biserici timp de 80 de ani preoti si credinciosiosi
binecuvantati si cu mult har. Ramanem recunoscatori lerarhilor
Episcopiei ROEA, TInaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscop Valerian si
Tnaltpreasfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel pentru conducere si indrumare, pentru binecuvantari si
rugdciuni arhieresti, pentru biserica noastra timp de 8 decenii; Multumim in mod special Tnalt Prea
Sfintiei Sale Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, pentru ca a acceptat invitatia
noastra de a ne onora cu prezenta la aceasta istorica aniversare de 80 de ani a Bisericii Sfanta
Treime, si pentru pdrinteasca purtare de grijd fatd de noi, toti, in cei cca 40 de ani ca Intaistatator al
ROEA; Rugaciuni pioase si recunoastinta vesnica aducem IMO tuturor fondatorilor, sustinatorilor si
sprijinitorilor acestui sfant locas, a tuturor membrilor activi, voluntarilor si donatorilor generosi, de-a
lungul anilor, timp de 80 de ani de existenta a Bisericii Sfanta Treime; Multumiri si recunostinta prof.
dr. Dan Fornade pentru a fi cu noi astazi, pentru lansarea Enciclopediei Promotionale ,Romanii din
California®; multumim administratiei parohiale si multor voluntari pentru sacrificiile facute pentru ca
biserica si facilitatile parohiale sa fie pregatite pentru aceasta aniversare istorica si, nu n ultimul
rand multumim pentru organizarea acestui impecabil
banchet.
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Believe in One God, Farher Almighty, maker of Heaven and OO

Carrh, and of all things visible and invisible,

<
nd in One Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God. the Only- O@

Begorren. begotren of the Farher before all ages.
" Light of Light, True God of True God. degotren not made;

of one Cesence wich the Farher, oy (Uhom all things were made. .0
{(UIhe For us men and For our salvation came down From heaven,
and was incarnace of the Holy Spiric and of the Virgin (Dary. )@O
and decame (Dan, And was Crucified For us under Pontius Pilare,

and suffered and was duried. And on the third day He arose again, (=
according To the scriptures, and ascended into Heaven, JOO
and sitverh at the right hand of the Farher. And He shall come -

again, with glory. To judge doth the living and the dead: (\DO
nd | delieve in the Holy Spiriz, the Lord, and the Giver of Life; 0.0
(Uho proceederh From the Father: (Uho wich the Father and

(Lhose Kingdom shall have no end.
the Son zogerher is worshipped and glorified: (Lho spake &y
the Phophets.

nd 1 &elieve in One Hely Cacholic and Aposcolic Church,
| acknowledge one daptism For the remission of sins
* | look For The resurrection of the dead and the life in The

age To come.
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